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The Changed Position of the European Parliament on Immigration after

Achieving Co-Decision

Dr. Esther Lopatin, University of Haifa, elopatin@univ.haifa.ac.il.

For many years the European Parliament (EP) was regarded as immigration friendly
institution, but in the last few years Members of the Parliament seem to have moved away from
their previous liberal interpretations of human rights principles, and have voted in favor of
restrictive immigration measures. The author will argue that the changed position of the MEPs on
immigration is closely linked to the changed authority of the Parliament from Consultation to
Ordinary Legislative Procedure (previously known as co-decision) in 2005. By analyzing roll call
votes in the EP between the years 1999 and 2009 in the field of immigration, it will be
demonstrated that an abrupt change in voting behavior of many MEPs is evidently linked to the
change of authority of the EP. Thus, there appears to be an inverse correlation between the level
of decision making authority and the freedom to advocate for a liberal immigration policy. The
author suggests several explanations for this behavior, including the desire of the MEPSs to be
more responsive to the concerns of their constituencies, and the need to be flexible in working
with the Council in order to pass legislation.
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The systemic theory of technological environment claims that the interaction between technology
and territory functions as a systemic selector in the ongoing competition between the systemic
cultures of status quo and territorial revisionism. Technology, whose sustained development
relies on the acquisition of territorial resources that can be achieved through the use of that same
technology, selects as legitimate shared revisionist understandings in relation to the territorial
order. These understandings constitute a systemic culture of change and war. In contrast,
technology, whose ongoing development does not rely on territorial resources, and whose use
makes acquiring these resources either difficult or impossible, selects as legitimate shared
understandings of territorial status quo. These understandings constitute a culture of stability and
peace in Great Power relations. The theory demonstrates that the imperial expansions in the late
19th century and the pre-world wars dynamic resulted from a revisionist culture, which was
selected by the relationship between industrial technology and territory. Furthermore, it shows
that the cold war dynamic, its peaceful end and the continuance of unipolarity since then,
resulted from a status quo culture which was selected by the relationship between nuclear
technology and territory. The theory predicts that revisionist ideas will be more compelling as
nanotechnology matures. The technological environment theory, parsimoniously and consistently

integrates material and ideational variables, while clarifying and specifying their relative weight
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and functions. Unlike previous materialistic theorizations in IR theory, the proposed theory is not
subordinate to a specific social context. The theory contributes a new systemic source for
international outcomes explanations and has unique policy relevance in times of rapid

technological change.
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While history documented numerous cases of systemic transformations, it seems that Soviet-
American rivalry during the second half of the twentieth-century was unparalleled in its global-
reach and the risk to international security considering the potential destructiveness of nuclear
weapons and other weapons of mass destruction (WMD). Hence with the ending of the Cold War
and the subsequent collapse of the Soviet Union a new episode in world affairs had began. As
American President George Bush (2009: 18) declared in his inaugural address in January 1989:
“a new breeze is blowing, and a world refreshed by freedom seems reborn... The totalitarian era
is passing, its old ideas blown away like leaves from an ancient, lifeless tree.”

Yet despite the fact that the international system experienced a complete reboot, most
international relations (IR) theories that were previously used to explain international security
during the bipolar order were also used to explain the post-bipolar world order. The problem was,
of course, that existing conceptual explanations did not adequately match unfolding global
developments and especially regional security predicaments. Thus, the main objective of this
article is to twofold. First, the article will define novel conceptual predictions of post-Cold War
regional security that do not necessarily correspond to the traditional realist, liberal and
constructivist division. Secondly, the article will apply this new categorization on different regions
in order to account for the variance in the security dynamics in each of them. We argue that only
by integrating theoretical and empirical insights drawn in the past twenty years or so it will be

possible to fully account for key differential developments in the post-Cold War’s world order.
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Though party switching has been documented in legislatures across the world, there has been
little cross-national research on this phenomenon. The prevalence of switching is therefore

unknown, and the extent to which party- and system-level variation influences this behavior
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remains unclear. Addressing this gap in the literature, we use an original dataset of 239 party-
level observations in 20 democracies to determine the pervasiveness of switching and test
prominent hypotheses about what motivates legislators to switch parties and whether institutional
arrangements explain inter-party movement. We show that party switching is more common than
previously assumed and that both motivational factors (including legislators’ vote-and policy-
seeking aims) and institutional features (namely, whether the electoral systems pools votes at the

party-level) are correlated with the presence and prevalence of inter-party movement.

The Makeup of a Winner: Physical Attractiveness, Performance, Settings and

Electoral Success

wisrael@poli.haifa.ac.il no'n nv'oNaIX ;N1 TN 'vTN? 190N N2 N1IAn-'‘Mmo xww "1

Studies have increasingly shown that politicians’ physical appearance has a significant effect on
their electability, especially among less knowledgeable individuals who are exposed to television
coverage of candidates. Yet, these studies which use photos of candidates do not reveal why this
is the case or which component in these candidates’ appearance generates more votes and
typically lack external validity. Employing professional actors and state-of-the-art camera work
and editing, students (N=1100) were assigned to watch campaign ads that were identical in every
way except for a single manipulation: facial hair, intonation, wardrobe, grooming and background
setting. Results from the United States and Israel both indicate that when controlling for the
individual candidate, his charisma and television skills, even small modifications of his overall
appearance and performance has a significant effect on his electability and the traits he is seen
to possess. Moreover, individuals who scored lower on the Need for Cognition scale were more

susceptible to such low information heuristics.

Local and National Electoral Turnout: A Theory and Evidence from the Israeli
Case"

David Nachmias, Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya davidna@idc.ac.il

Maoz Rosenthal, Binghamton University (SUNY)mrosen@binghamton.edu

Hani Zubida, Department of Political Science, Yezreel Valley College haniz@yvc.ac.il

National elections usually enjoy a higher turnout rate than local elections. However empirical

analysis has shown that the inverse also happens. Thus, this paper studies the conditions in

which local elections will yield a higher turnout than national elections. We claim that when

voters' social group enjoys median solidarity on the local level, but not on the national level, they
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will have an incentive to vote locally but not nationally. Such situations increase the likelihood of
a local turnout higher than national turnout. We develop a typology for the influences of median
voter solidarity with social groups on their members' electoral turnout on various electoral levels.

We then illustrate the applicability of these electoral behavior types using ballot-box data from the
Israeli case.
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Planning Discourse vs. Land Discourse:
The 2009-2011 Reforms in Land-use Planning Policy and
Land Policy in Israel

Ravit Hananel, Public Policy, Tel-Aviv University hananelr@post.tau.ac.il

Land policy and land-use planning policy are two types of public policies that pertain to space. In
general, land-use planning policy deals with land-use allocation and property rights, whereas land

policy defines the land regime of a society.

These differences also influence the discourse about each of these policy types. Planning theory
contains an inherent duality between a procedural/positive/rational approach, which focuses on
professional, objective, and universal issues, and a critical/normative approach, which focuses on
the unique social and political context of any planning project and on the division of power in a
given society. Land discourse, however, usually reflects the main narratives and divisions of a

society and therefore is basically emotional, local, and particular.

This paper examines the differences between the land discourse and the land-use planning
discourse in Israel by analyzing two public campaigns conducted between 2009 and 2011
against both of the proposed reforms: the 2009 reform in the Israel Land Administration (ILA) and
the 2010-2011 reform in the Planning and Building Law.
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The findings point to substantive differences between the land discourse and the planning
discourse in Israel. The findings also reveal that implementing the proposed reforms may greatly
are not unique to reduce the differences between the two policies in the near future. These trends
Israel and may affect the ability of groups and individuals elsewhere to influence the spatial

agenda.
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Debating Israel as a Liberal Democracy/Ethnic Democracy/Ethnocracy —
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The dispute about the definition of Israel as a democratic regime occupies significant space in
the literature about Israel. The point of departure for this debate was Smooha’s classifications of
Israel as an ethnic democracy in 1990, and the debate continued with several studies which
criticize this characterization from various perspectives. Scholars participating in the debate can
be divided between those who emphasize that the ethnic character is dominant to such an extent
that it abrogates the democratic character of Israel, i.e. Israel should be defined as an
ethnocracy, and those who stress that Israel is a liberal democracy. This paper will engage and
complement this debate by critically examining the conceptualization and methods that these
body of researches has used to define Israel. Drawing from political theory, the paper argues that
the debate, so far, overlooked the literature that addresses conceptualization and definitions of
democracy. Methodology, the evidence given to supports of Israel as Liberal Democracy/Ethnic
Democracy/Ethnocracy neglect the scholarly efforts to define and masseur's democracy in other
cases. The paper concludes that while these three perspectives highlights important issues
regarding ethnic relations in Israel, their attempt to define the Israeli polity should be

reconsidered.
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Strategic Culture and National Way of War: The Israeli Case

Dr. Eitan Shamir, Bar-llan University eitan.shamirl@gmail.com

Over the past three decades the concept of Strategic Culture had slowly emerged and gained
status in the fields of IR and Political Science. During the same time the related concept of
‘National Way of War’ has became accepted by military historians and military analysts.
However the latter concept has been developed in isolation from the discourse of strategic
culture, just as the discourse on strategic culture rarely makes a reference to the works on
national way of war.

Works such as Lawrence Sondhaus Strategic Culture and Way of War, 2006, is a rare attempt to
explore the relationship between these two concepts.

The following paper discusses each of these concepts separately. It then applies the two
concepts to the Israeli case and analyses the Israeli strategic culture and its national way of war
while comparing and contrasting it to the American one in order to gain perspective.

The surprising finding is that while Israel’s strategic culture had changed little since the
foundation of the country, its national way of war has seen a major shift in the last two decades,

which leaves room for further research on the relationship between the two.
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At this point in time it seems that all the possibilities and options that have been
advanced in recent years for a solution to the Palestinian problem, have been found lacking. No
available formula is acceptable to all sides, and hence implementable. For a suggested solution
to the Palestinian problem to be viable, it must meet the objective and subjective security needs
of Israel, Jordan and the Palestinians simultaneously. To achieve this, we must alter our point of
view and widen our perspective to include the entire Middle East. This seems to be an
imperative, due to the realities and fears the "Arab Spring"” has contributed to the region.
The solution will have to rest on a balance of power model, where the parties involved in the
conflict, will be members of dynamic coalitions which balance out one another, thus preventing

one nation from monopolizing others' and in so doing, laying the groundwork for future attack.

Such a model, which contributed to the security of Northern Europe throughout the Cold
War and which can be reproduced in the M.E. is the "Nordic Balance" system. In this framework
the Soviet Union was on one side, the NATO — member Scandinavian countries were on the
other and Neutral Finland and Sweden were in the middle, serving as buffer states, Thus
becoming regional powers, who serve as a stabilizing factor in the sub-system. In the Middle
East, for reasons that will be made clear in the course of this paper, Israel can assume the role of
the Soviet Union on the one pole, Irag and Iran can play the part of Denmark and Norway on the
other, and Jordan and Palestine can serve as buffer states, taking the role of Sweden and
Finland respectively. As neutral states between the belligerent countries, they will become the

heart of the suggested model.

To quote president Reagan, when talking to the Soviet leader Gorbachev at their meeting
in Reykjavik in 1986, " We are armed because we don’t trust each other and we don'’t trust each
other because we are armed", it seems that the element of trust is the critical element necessary
for breaking this vicious cycle which is related to the "Security Dilemma". The framework
suggested here solves this dilemma because the establishment of a Palestinian state will

become a source of stability in the area rather than a source of instability as feared.
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.(Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty -CTBT) 1996-n n'1'v1a
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