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Security, Identity and the Bordering Process; globalization and the constitution of
membership in Israel

Dr. Harel-Shalev Ayelet and Dr. Kook Becky

Borders take on multiple forms and coexist within society on a multiplicity of dimensions. Even politically
democratic societies are constituted by cultural, socio-economic, and linguistic boundaries. These
boundaries are dynamic and shifting, and serve to create changing levels of belonging and membership of
minority groups within the society.

Physical boundaries, on the other hand, are usually seen as less dynamic, with change occurring as a
result of either violent conflicts or international agreements. The appearance recently of separations walls
however, has served to challenge this assumption. Indeed, these seemingly less rigid boundaries are
more fluid, changing not merely as a result of international agreements but of domestic dynamics as well.
Finally, rather than regulating the relationship between neighboring states, these boundaries serve to
regulate the ability of minority groups to gain entrance and membership within society.

It is the purpose of this paper to examine and theorize the relationship between these parallel sets of
"soft" boundaries (internal socio-cultural boundaries and external walls and fences) and their role in
constituting different levels of belonging within societies. We argue that the constitution of these
boundaries often reflect similar sets of political and economic interests that together regulate and monitor
the ability of minority groups to gain access to membership within the said society.

The theoretical analysis will be accompanied by an examination of the case of Israel. Within this case, two

sets of boundaries will be examined: the external erection of fences and separation walls, and the internal
socio-cultural boundaries between Jews and Palestinians.
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"Political Behavior of the Russian-Speaking Immigrant Community in Israel:
Ordeal of Affinity"

Dr. Dina Zisserman-Brodsky, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences, Department of Politics and Government

The public opinion surveys, voting behavior, the statements made by the politicians and by

the molders of public opinion of theRussian-Speaking Community systematically indicate a deep
distrust and suspicion of democracy, its institutions, and emancipative values. The patterns of
political behavior of this group tend to be described as “ordeal of freedom.” Prevailing attitudes
and perceptions are portrayed as being produced by the conjunction of previous experiences
(Soviet/Russian/Post-Soviet) and existing difficulties, unconnected to Israel’s discourse, power-
structures and truth-generating apparatuses. Thus, immigrants’ xenophobic attitudes towards
Palestinian citizens are explained as a result of emotional reactions during ongoing terror attacks.

My presentation highlights the similarities in Russian and Israeli discourses, indicating
ethnocentrism, ethnic stratification, the cultivation of a siege mentality, etc. Convergence of
these discourses (which complement and reinforce each other) shapes political attitudes and
behavior of the Russian-speaking community.

The proposed explanatory model of political behavior is based on two theories:

Althusser's theory of interpellation. Althusser offers the following explanation of

interpellation: “We all have friends who, when they knock on our door and we ask, through the
door, the question 'Who's there?' answer (since 'it's obvious') 'It's me'. And we recognize that 'it is
him', or 'her'. We open the door, and 'it's true, it really was she who was there'.

Relative Deprivation (RD) theory. | explore how the advantaged (the Russian-speaking
community) experience others’ deprivation relative to them. The perception that advantage is
unstable whereas the disadvantaged are unfairly improving their position tends to result in ‘moral
indignation’. When the advantaged feel that they have little control to secure their position the
real or supposed gains made by the disadvantaged are perceived as the more threatening. The
comparison to the less fortunate does not lead the privileged to recognize their advantage, but
makes the privileged believe that it is they who are being unfairly disadvantaged.
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"Can Political Efficacy Protect Citizens' Psychological Well-Being in
Situations of Political Violence? Evidence from a Natural Experiment on War
and Terrorism"

N19'N NV'0I2IX, N1’ TAN YVTA7 0"na ,'017 N19T1"T

Does political efficacy decrease the harmful psychological effects of exposure to war and
terrorism? Political efficacy is usually seen as consisting of two distinct components: internal
political efficacy — beliefs about one’s own ability to influence the political process — and external
political efficacy — beliefs about the responsiveness of government officials to the concerns of the
citizenry. We conceptualize and measure political efficacy both by means of subjective and
objective indicators of the responsiveness of government officials to the concerns of the citizenry.
Drawing on theories from political psychology and social psychology, we propose a political
efficacy-based model of psychological distress in which political efficacy— largely overlooked in
psychological scholarship — moderates the relationship between exposure to war and terrorism
and psychological distress. We conceptualize and measure collective political efficacy both by
means of subjective and objective indicators of citizens' faith and trust in government. To test the
model, two sets of large N data were used. First, a representative sample of 1,001 Israel
respondents was interviewed on two occasions before and after the 2009 war in Gaza. Second,
13,038 Israeli respondents were interviewed in 15 surveys - cross-sectional along with panel
designs - at roughly six-month intervals between 2003-2009. Controlling for a series of political
and psychological covariates, Hierarchical Linear Modeling indicates that both perceived and
actual political efficacy effectively buffers psychological distress. Comparing the experiment and
control groups, before and after the war, as well as the series of ongoing surveys, we find a
significant positive relationship between exposure to war and terrorism on the one hand, and
psychological distress on the other hand, only for individuals with lower levels of political efficacy.
We find no significant relationship between exposure to war and terrorism among individuals with
higher levels of political efficacy. Findings suggest that political efficacy plays an important role in
determining the psychological consequences of citizens' exposure to war and terrorism and
should be incorporated into other models within political psychology.

"Religious belief, religious social behavior, and democratic attitudes: a
cross-country test of the mediating mechanisms™

Pazit Ben-Nun-Bloom and Gizem Arikan

Religion can be a source of undemocratic attitudes but also a contributor to democratic norms.
This paper argues that different dimensions of religiosity generate contrasting effects on
democratic attitudes through different mechanisms. The private aspect of religious belief leads to
more conservative values, which in turn lead to more critical democratic attitudes. The communal
aspect of religious social behavior increases trust in institutions and political engagement, which
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in turn lead to more supportive democratic attitudes. Results emerging from multilevel path
analyses models using data from 36 countries from the fourth wave (1999-2001) of the World
Values Survey, suggest that there is some regularity in mechanisms responsible for the effect of
religiosity on democratic attitudes that extend above and beyond denomination, nation, and
political context.
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Postal Voting in Local elections: Lessons from New Zealand

The relationship between postal voting and voter turnout in local elections needs to be
investigated in the context of whether postal voting helps increase voter turnout in the twenty-first
century local elections. This assists to uplift the discourse about New Zealand local elections and
voter turnout. This article explores the history of the postal voting method by looking into this
country and analysing the method of political participation at the local level. It argues that postal
voting no longer increases or decreases voter turnout in these countries.
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"When Endocrinology and Democracy Collide: Emotions, Cortisol and Voting at National
Elections"

Israel Waismel-Manor - School of Political Sciences, University of Haifa, Israel

Gal Ifergane - Department of Neurology, Soroka Medical Center, Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev, Israel

Hagit Cohen - Ministry of Health, Mental Health Center, Anxiety and Stress Research Unit,
Faculty of Health Sciences, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Israel

Faced with stressful experiences, such as uncertainty or novelty, the adrenal glands
secrete glucocorticoid hormones to help us cope with stress. Since many decision-making
situations are stressful, there is reason to believe that voting is a stressful event. In this study, we
asked voters in Israel's national election (N=113) to report on their general affective state
immediately before entering the polling place using the Positive Affect Negative Affect Schedule
(PANAS) and to provide us with a saliva sample through which we could evaluate their cortisol
levels. Compared to a second sample of voters who reported their affective state on election
night (N=70), we found that voters at the ballot box had higher positive and negative affect.
Moreover, our voters at the polling place exhibited cortisol levels that were significantly higher
than their own normal levels obtained on a similar day, and significantly higher than those of a
second control group sampled the day after the elections (N=6). Our data demonstrate that
elections are exciting, yet stressful events, and it is this stress, among other factors, that elevates
the cortisol levels of voters. Since elevated cortisol has been found to affect memory
consolidation, impair memory retrieval and lead to risk-seeking behavior, we discuss how these
outcomes of elevated cortisol levels may affect voting in general and the field of electoral studies
in particular.
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"When a Big Mac Became Better than a Falafel? The Americanization
Process of the IDF (1973-2006)"

Eitan Shamir, The Dado Istitute

The following paper explores the Americanization process of the IDF, thus the process in which
the IDF increasingly adopts US doctrinal ideas and operational practices. The paper argues that
this process stands in contrast to the diverse sources and original learning’s of the IDF in its first
three decades of existence. There are a few underlying causes for this phenomenon: The
changes in Israeli society from a dominant collectivism ethos to an individualistic based society
modeled after the American example is one reason. Other reasons include the growing
dependency on American imported military hardware, the easy access to information as a result
of the special relationship and the fact that most IDF officers can read English materials. Last but
not least, the IDF perception since 1991 in regard to the US military as one who is high on
“fighting power” and has relevant combat experience. Following the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
and Lebanon 2006, the two militaries have embarked on different paths; the Americans evolved
towards Counterinsurgency while the IDF develops its conventional capabilities. The paper
concludes with a word of cautious: While some of the emulation is unavoidable and other is
justified, there are some areas that an indiscriminate copy-paste may become counter-
productive, particularly on the strategic level which is so different between the countries.
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A good deal of the previous literature on press-state relations shows that the media have
difficulty in exercising independence from government officials. The indexing hypothesis and
similar approaches place a great emphasis on the limited range of voices that appear in the
press. These approaches have received considerable support, although other evidence and
limitations can also be found. This study argues that the extent to which any government is able
to dominate media coverage varies over time and circumstance. We focuses on two
perspectives which are essential for drawing conclusions about the range of dissenting voices
being included in news stories: (a) The extent to which foreign actors are included when
analyzing international news stories, and (b) How the number of dissenting voices being heard
can change over time. We use the Israeli media debate about the 2006 Hamas victory in the
Palestinian elections to examine the range of voices that are featured. The major methodology is
a content analysis that is enriched with semi-structured interviews with Israeli journalists.

The results show that when foreign voices are included in the analysis, a significant amount of
opposition emerges even in cases where there is a high level of elite consensus. It was also
found that while the proportion of the domestic voices decreased over time the proportion of
foreign voices opposing the government’s position increased. A final finding was that the Israeli
journalists themselves were active as commentators and created considerable amount of
counter-government views.
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